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On Oct. 20, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) announced that the rebels had
launched a new military offensive against economic targets in eastern El Salvador to mark the eighth
anniversary of the guerrilla movement, formed on Oct. 10, 1980, when five separate groups joined
to form the FMLN. The anniversary is observed throughout the month of October. In a broadcast
on Radio Venceremos, the rebels said the offensive began Oct. 19, "and will be relentless with all
those responsible for the poverty and hunger of the people." The offensive is to target farms and
cooperatives, and electrical and communication networks in the eastern region. Early on Oct. 19, the
FMLN attacked three coffee plantations and their processing plants owned by wealthy families near
the city of Santiago de Maria, about 70 miles east of San Salvador in Usulutan department. One of
the plantations is owned by Prudencio Llach, father-in-law of Defense Minister Gen. Eugenio Vides
Casanova, and also father-in-law of ARENA presidential candidate Alfredo Cristiani. Additional
targets included the local prison and an electricity transmission plant. Military officials said the
electric plant was slightly damaged, while guerrillas claimed it was destroyed. According to military
officials, casualties included two dead soldiers and eight wounded. Damage to the coffee crop was
estimated in the millions of dollars. Initial reports indicated that the rebels freed 50 or 51 inmates
from the local prison, including one political prisoner. Later, according to a UPI report (10/23/88),
government officials said the rebels had released 100 prisoners, but that 50 voluntarily returned.
In its Oct. 20 edition, the New York Times cited an unnamed Army spokesperson who said the
rebels also killed three policemen and wounded another. Radio Venceremos reported that on Oct.
18 and 19, the rebels attacked several military positions throughout the eastern department of San
Miguel, and "ambushed military patrols, sabotaged electrical relay towers and carried out acts of
propoganda." Similar actions, said the report, were taken in Usulutan. Next, according to the rebel
broadcast, on Oct. 17 air force planes and helicopters attacked Torola, eastern Morazan department,
with bombs, rockets and machine guns. A rocket reportedly hit the town church with "numerous"
people inside, leaving three "gravely wounded." Shortly after midnight on on Oct. 23, rebels raided
the Ilobasco prison in Cabanas department, located about 20 miles from San Salvador. A military
official, who requested anonymity, told UPI that at least 80 guerrillas launched simultaneous
raids against the prison and the nearby municipalities of Tejutepeque and San Jose. He said the
rebels attacked the prison with machine guns, grenades and home-made bombs, inflicting serious
damage. The military source said seven political prisoners, one of them a woman, were among the
131 inmates freed in the raid. "The prison was mostly empty because only one prisoner did not
want to leave, preferring to stay behind," he said. The armed forces press office in San Salvador
reported that two security guards were seriously wounded. The lastest rebel push began in early
September, and Army casualties for that month, totaling more than 100, were more than double
that of any previous month this year. Attacks included a spectacular assault Sept. 13 on El Paraiso,
headquarters of the Fourth Brigade, 30 miles north of the capital. In that attack rebels penetrated
the compound, killed nine soldiers, wounded 12 and forced US military advisers in El Salvador to
engage in combat for the first time. Five guerrillas were killed. The FMLN also has become more
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active on the San Salvador Volcano, on the outskirts of the capital, and in the western department
of Santa Ana. In the capital, the rebels launched a grenade against the outer wall of the National
Assembly last month and have taken responsibility for bombing three meeting places of the rightist
Nationalist Republican Alliance in the past two weeks. Military officers estimate there are 6,000 to
7,000 full-time guerrillas and perhaps twice as many men and women who serve part-time in the
rebel militia. There are 55,000 men in the Salvadoran armed forces. (Basic data from UPI, 10/19/88,
10/20/88, 10/23/88; Washington Post, 10/20/88)
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